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In the Claims 

This listing of claims will Teplace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 

application: 

1.      (currently amended) A method for facilitating early brain development, &esaid 

method comprising: 

analyzing at least one activity item to determine how said at least one activity item 

stimulates a predetermined stage of brain development to create a brain link, wherein said 

predetermined stage of brain development includes at least one of security and emotional 

attachment, touch and sensory integration, vision and visual discrimination, play and playfulness, 

and sound and auditory discrimination; 

determining how said predetermined stage of brain development promotes earlv 

development of future school skills in a child to create a school link; 

creating an activity card related to said activity item, said activity card having a first area 

that identifies said brain link and a second area that identifies said school link: 

obtaining a system for facilitating early brain development, wherein ooid systom targets a 

predetermined otago of development by including itomGincluding said at least one activity item in 

a housing specifically related to said predetermined stage, such that said housing includes at least 

one different item related to each area of brain devolopmont, wheroin ooid areas of brain 

development include aoourity, touch, oyog. play and pound; activity item related to each of said 

predetermined stage of brain development; 

selecting an activity cord, whoroin aaid activity card dosoriboo at least one? solootod 

activity associated with at loast one of said items that stimulates a predetermined aspoct of brain 

development and promotes oarly brain development and whoroin-ooid activity card furthor 

describes at least one importonoo of said solootod activity to brain building of future school 

skills; 

providing said activity card to a caregiver, wherein said activity card comprises caregiver 

directions for facilitating an interactive plav session with said child to achieve said school link 

and said brain link; and 

engaging aproviding said at least one activity item to said caregiver to facilitate 

stimulating said predetermined stage of brain development said brain link and said school link 

by engaging said.child*s attention to facilitate aasaid interactive play session with as aid 

2 1624543.2 

PAGE 3/30 * RCVD AT 2/10/200511:26:21 AM [Eastern Standard Time]* SVR:USPTOEFXRF-1/2* DNIS:8729306 * CSID:602 382 6070* DURATION (mnws):07-52 



FEB   10  2005  09:26   FR  SNELL   WILMER  PHX   3   602   382   6070  TO 917038729306 P . 04 

caregiver^modeling said selected activity for said child using said item from said housing, and 

following said directions on said activity card to instruct said child how to perform said selected 

activity?* and prompting said child to perform said selected activity. 

2. (cancelled) 

3. (currently amended) The method of claim 2, wherein obtaining a system further 

comprises obtaining a oooond-item whooe uoo by a caregiver during an interactive) play session 

with a ohild is designed to footer asaid predetermined concept that promotes early brain 

development, said prodotormined oonoopt comprising comprises at least one of attention, 

bonding, and communication. 

4. (currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein oolooting ansaid step of 

providing said activity card to said caregiver further comprises selecting an activity card which 

includeo at loaot ono of a list of Qltomato aotivitios and a list of activity variations, wherein each 

of said alternate activities and caid activity variations is selected to fostor at least one of said 

prodoterminod aspect of brain development and a predetermined oonoopt that promotes early 

brain developmontinstructing said caregiver to engage a child's attention using at least one of a 

visual stimulus, an auditory stimulus, a kinesthetic stimulus, and an emotional stimulus. 

5. (currently amended) The method of claim 4, wherein said prodoterminod OGpoct of 

brain development comprises at loast one of security and omotional attaohmont, touch and 

sensory integration, vision and visual discrimination, play and playfiilnQoo> and sound and 

auditory discrimination? 1% wherein said step of providing said activity card to said caregiver 

further comprises instructs said caregiver to engage a child's attention using a visual stimulus, 

6. (currently amended) The method of claim 4& wherein said predetermined 

oonooptvisual stimulus comprises at least one of attention,-bonding, and oommunicationvaried 

facial expressions and use of an object. 

7-9 (cancelled) 

1 (X     (currently Amended) The method of claim 21, wherein engaging a child's 

attention furthor comprises encouraging said child throughsaid step of providing said activity 

card to said caregiver further comprises instructing said caregiver to engage said child's attention 

using an auditory stimulus, said auditory stimulus comprising varied voice intonations wherein 

said varied voice intonations comprise at least one of volume, pitch, intensity, and 

inflectkm.comprisoo uso of a sound gfliifsmtinrr nhjnnt 
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11. (cancelled) 

12. (currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein prompting said child to 

perform oojd seleotedsaid step of creating an activity card related to said activity item comprises 

providing instructions to said ohildpromote said predetermined stage of brain developmejit in a 

predetermined manner. 

13. (currently amended) The method of claim 43^ wherein said predetermined 

manner comprises at least one of speaking slowly, speaking quietly, speaking simply, speaking 

excitedly, and giving minimal verbal cues. 

Claims 14-15 (previously canceled), 

16.      (currently amended) A method for facilitating early brain development, thesaid 

method comprising: 

determining an area of child development that is desired to be improved, wherein said 

area of child development includes at least one brain link and school link: 

wherein said brain link is established by analyzing at least one activity item to determine 

how said at least one activity item stimulates a predetermined stage of brain development. 

wherein said predetermined stage of brain development includes at least one of security and 

emotional attachment touch and sensory integration, vision and visual discrimination, play and 

playfulness, and sound and auditory discrimination: 

wherein said school link is established bv determining how a predetermined stage of 

brain development promotes early development of future school skills in a child;, 

ebtaining stago Gpooifioselecting an_activity cards from a housing, wherein said activity 

cards comprisiages a first area that identifies said brain link and a second area that identifies said 

school link, and wherein said activity card further comprises (i) caregiver directions for 

facilitating an interactive play session with asaid child, (ii) at least one selected activity 

associated with said at least one said-activity items that stimulates esaid predetermined 

aspeetstage of brain development and promotes early brain development, (iii) a description of at 

least one importance of said selected activity to the development of the brain, (iv) a description 

of at least one importance of said selected activity to brain buildingsaid early development of 

future school skills, (v) background information about the type of selected_activity, (vi) 

suggestions about what to say to the child, and (vii) similar activities that oon also bo 

aQOompliohcd to work on tho Game slrillG;age for which said selected activity is targeted, fvirt 
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suggestions about what to say to said child: and (ViiO extensions and variations of said selected 

activity, and wherein said housing includes activity items specifically related to said 

predetermined stage, and activity cards within said housing; 

obtaining at loast one item from Gaid housing, whoroin said item is specifically rolatod to 

said predetermined otago and said houoiflg includes at loQGt ono item relatod to each area of brain 

dovolopment, wherein gaid areas of brain dovolopment inolude seourity, touoh7 oyos, play and 

sound, and following oaid directions on paid activity cord whoroin said item una by a caregiver 

tomgengaging said child's attention using said at least one activity item and said activity card to 

facilitate said interactive play session with said child io doGigned to otimulato a predetermined 

aspect of brain dovolopment, said prodoterminod aopect of brain dovolopmontcaregiver. 

Claims 17-20 (previously canceled). 

21-22. (canceled) 

23.     (currently amended) A method for facilitating early brain development, said 

method comprising: 

analyzing at least one activity item to determine how said at least one activity item 

stimulates a predetermined stage of brain development to create a brain link, wherein said 

predetermined stage of brain development includes at least one of security and emotional 

attachment touch and sensory integration, vision and visual discrimination play and playfulness, 

and sound and auditory discrimination; 

determining how said predetermined stage of brain development promotes early 

development of future school skills in a child to create a school link: 

creating an electronic system comprising said activity item, said electronic system having 

afirst area that identifies said brain link and a second area that identifies said school link: 

obtaining a electronic system for facilitating <early brain dovolopment, whoroin said 

system targets a prodeterminod stage of development by inoluding itomoincluding said at least 

one activity item in each of a plurality of databases, wherein eeeh said database is specifically 

related to said predetermined stage, such that said database includes a picture of at least one 

different suggested activity item related to each area of brain development, whoroin said aroao of 

brain development inoludo cocurity, touoh, oyes. play and sound,-of said predetermined stages of 

brain development; 
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selecting on oloctronio aotivity card, whoroin said activity card deooriboo at least OBO 

selected activity assooiatod with at leaot ono of paid itomo that stimulate a predetermined aspoot 

of broin dovelopmont and promoter oarly brain dovolopmont and whoroin said elootronio activity 

oard fiirthor desoribeg at loast one importanoo of said oelootod activity to brain building of future 

school skills; 

providing said electronic system to a caregiver, wherein said electronic system comprises 

caregiver directions for facilitating an interactive plav session with said child to achieve said 

school link and said brain link: and 

engaging aproviding said at least one activity item to said caregiver to facilitate 

stimulating said predetermined stage of brain development, said brain link and said school link 

bv engaging said child's attention to facilitate an intoraotive play oossion with a oarogivor-said 

interactive plav session with said caregiver, modeling said selected activity for said child using 

said suggested item from said housing, and following said directions on said electronic activity 

card to instruct said child how to perform said selected activity^ and prompting said child to 

perform said selected activity. 

24. (new) The method of claim 1, wherein said step of providing said activity card 

further comprises providing at least one of an alternate activity item and a list of activity 

variations, wherein each of said alternate activity items and said activity variations promotes at 

least one of said predetermined stage of brain development and a predetermined concept that 

promotes early brain development. 

25. (new) The method of claim 1, wherein said step of providing said activity card to 

said caregiver further comprises instructing said caregiver to engage a child's attention using an 

auditory stimulus, said auditory stimulus comprising use of a sound-generating object, 

26. (new) The method of claim 1, further comprising providing instructions for selecting 

said activity card. 

27. (new) The method of claim 11, wherein said step of providing instructions for 

selecting said activity card includes explaining at least one of: the appropriate stage targeted by 
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said activity card, the age for which said activity card is suggested, the importance of said 

selected activity card to said predetermined stage of brain development, background information 

about said activity items included on said activity card, the importance of said selected activity 

card to said early development of future school skills, materials needed for said selected activity 

card, directions on how to specifically perform said activity items, suggestions about what to say 

to said child, general remarks, indications of where and when for said child to pay attention, and 

extensions and variations of activity items. 

28. (new) The method of claim 1, wherein said future school skills include at least one 

of: social skills, spatial-temporal skills, emotional attachment, self-esteem, conscience, identity, 

language development, organization, mathematics, reading recognition, reading comprehension, 

spelling, habituation, orientation, eye/hand coordination, phonemic awareness, phonics, 

conventions of print, motor skills, sensory integration, attending skills, dexterity, writing skills, 

cognitive skills, perceptual skills, connecting words with actions and objects, self-regulation, 

bonding skills, visual awareness, spatial reasoning, communication skills, receptive and 

expressive vocabulary skills, comparing and contrast skills, and attention skills. 
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